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English Translation 

 

by Email. 

 

24th August 2021 

 

Mr. Nimal Siripala de Silva  

Hon Minister of Labour  

Ministry of Labour  

"Mehewara Piyasa" 

7th Floor 

Colombo 05 

 

Hon Minister,  

 

Apparel, exports and construction sector employees reporting to work during the current 

quarantine curfew 

 

We give below the following having fully understood the responsibility of the trade unions to 

sustain the economy of the country.  

 

A nationwide curfew was imposed from 10.00 pm on 20th August 2021 until 4.00 am on 30th August 

2021 by the President as a response to the repeated requests made by a few trade unions, different 

organizations and also religious leaders compelling the government for a full closure of the country 

to protect public from transmitting the rapidly spreading Covid 19 in the country.  

 

Although Army Commander and Head of the National Operations Center for Prevention of Covide-

19 outbreak declared this as a quarantine curfew, announcements made by newly appointed 

Minister of Health, Hon. Minister Johnston Fernando – Minister of Highways and the Director-

General of health had contradictions.    

 

In any case, there are no strict restrictions to continue the essential services despite the restrictions 

are imposed to control the COVID19 pandemic. However, authorising workers to report for 

industries in the apparel, exports and construction sector is a negative condition (you are aware, 

thousands of workers operate in many of the companies in these sectors). The following trade 

unions representing the National Labour Advisory Council is of the unanimous opinion that, doing 

so has unnecessarily increased the risk of a large number of non-essential workers are exposed to 

the risk of a pandemic being transmitted.   

Opening Free Trade Zones and garment factories have already been identified as a factor that has 

increased the spread of the Covid 19 pandemic. Although, stating by the apparel company owners 

that the garment factory workers have thanked the government for recognising the sector as an 

essential service and ensuring necessary steps will be taken for the safety of its employees; we are 

well aware no such measures has been taken in the last year or so. Although no one was interested 

in taking the necessary health measures to save the workers from the epidemic, such a decision 

appears to have been taken to maximize profits by risking the lives of the workers in these sectors 

who are doing a great service to the country's economy. That a group needs. 

 

This decision made in a context where necessary health measures to prevent the transmission of the 

pandemic to the workers have not been undertaken indicates that a group of individuals aims to 

maximize their profit in the pretext of saving the economy of the country while endangering workers 

of these sectors who make a great contribution to the economy.  
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We, the representatives of the Tripartite National Labour Advisory Council emphasise that the 

Ministry of Labor that holds official accountability for job security, the safety of health and life of 

the private sector employees and you, the Minister of Labour as the foremost authority have an 

immediate responsibility to mediate when such irresponsible decisions are taken.  

It is hereby informed that the undersigned trade union representatives of the National Labour 

Advisory Council have decided to request the closure of all the apparel, export and construction 

sectors during the quarantine curfew to safeguard the workers being infected with the virus and 

protect their lives with provisions for payment of due salaries during curfew from the president at 

the National Labour Advisory Council that is scheduled on 24th August 2021.  

 

Further, we wish to inform you that, a motion to include this as the first item for discussion in the 

agenda of the National Labour Advisory Council Meeting scheduled today 24th August 2021 will 

be submitted by us.  

 

 

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely, 

On behalf of; 

• Free Trade Zone and General Services Union 

• Sri Lanka Nidahas Sewaka Sangamaya (SLNSS) 

• The Ceylon Mercantile and Industrial General Workers' Union (CMU) 

• Ceylon Bank Employees Union (CBEU) 

• Jathika Sewaka Sangamaya (JSS) 

• National Union of Seafarers Sri Lanka (NUSS) 

• Ceylon Federation of Trade Union (CFTU) 

• United Federation of Labour (UFL) 

• Inter-Company Employees Union 

• Ceylon Estates Staff Union 

 

 

 

 

 

Anton Marcus 

Joint Secretary  

Free Trade Zone and General Services Union  


